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Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



The references listed and identified on the attached Form PTO/SB08A are being 
submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner. This Information Disclosure Statement 
is being filed before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. Consequently, no fee 
is believed to be due. 



While this Statement is being filed in compliance with the duty of disclosure, 
citation of the attached references is not to be construed as an admission that any of the 
references are "material" as defined under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 
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1 hereby certify that this paper, including all enclosures referred to herein, is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first-class mail, postage pre-paid, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, United States Patent 
and Trademark Office, Washington, D.C. 20231 on: 

1/14/0 2 MARK E. STUENKEL 

Date of Deposit Name of Person Signing 




• 



Serial No. 09/690,560 



Atty. Docket No. 00-046-NSC 



A copy of each reference listed on the attached Form PTO/SB08A is included 
herewith. An English Abstract is also provided for German reference DE 3932277. The 
Abstract provides a concise explanation of the relevance of this reference. Consideration and 
entry into the record of these references is respectfully requested. 
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